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The Mistaken Identity of Colicin A
S. E. LURIA

Department ofBiology, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

Received 11 June 1981/Accepted 12 August 1981

In a series of published articles, colicin A has been mistakenly labeled as
colicin K.

The preceding article by Brey (1) reports that
the Escherichia coli strain labeled K235 (ColK)
in our laboratory collection is in fact a colicin A
producer. Colicin A from strain 06:H3,23 was
used in our laboratory in 1968-1969 in a study
that showed that the mode of action of colicin A
was similar to that of colicins El and K (6). In
1971, I noted certain discrepancies between the
properties of our supposed colicin K and those
reported by M. Nomura. Apparently, a mistake
in stock culture transfers must have occurred in
1969, the only time when a colicin A-producing
strain was purposefully used in our laboratory.
Some substrains from our "K235 (ColK)" cul-
ture that had been sent to other laboratories
since 1972 also proved to be colicin A produc-
ers.
As a consequence, many publications from

our laboratory after 1971, supposedly dealing
with colicin K, presumably dealt with colicin A.
Listed below (3, 5, 7, 8, 10) are articles in which
the confusion of colicins may be significant.
Articles 2, 4, and 9 are from other laboratories
that used our mislabeled colicin, believing it was
colicin K from strain K235.
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